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villages and cities whenever he wanted. The
following are some parts of the campaign
that he launched against the Kurds, against
women, children and the elderly, destroying
and blowing up springs, houses and drying
trees, greenery and agricultural products of
the people in the towns and villages; the first
stage of the Anfal campaign started in Dolli
Jafayty on 21st February 1988 — 18th March
1988, the second stage of the Anfal campaign
started in the Qaradakh area on 22 March
1988 — 14th March 1988, the third stage of
the Anfal campaign started in the Garmyan
area on 31st March 1988 — 14th April 1988,
the fourth stage of the Anfal started in the
Askar area, Goptapa, Shwan, Qala, Swaka,
Dashti Koya on 20th April 1988 — 18th April
1988, the fifth, sixth, seventh stages of the
Anfal campaign started in Shaglawa and
Rewandiz areas on 24th May 1988 — 31st
August 1988 and the eighth stage of the Anfal
campaign started in the Bahdinan areas
(Duhok Governorate) on 25th August 1988 —
6th September 1988.

In addition to the military attacks, Saddam
also attacked the Kurds and Kurdistan
with chemical bombardment and biological
weapons; chemical bombardment of

Halabja city on 16th March 1988, Chemical
bombardment of villages Sargalu, Yakhsamair,

Guezilla, Dolli Jafayti in 1988, the villages in
the Dolli Balisan and surrounding areas and
of villages Qzlar, Sangar, Mawlaka, Qarakh
district, Goptapa, Aakar, Maylan, Sarchma,
Shekhanm  Kalasher, Chamy Rezan,
Qochlakh, Zare in 1988 and the Chemical
bombardment of the villages in the Bahdinan
district and Gali Baze area ,etc....in 1988.
Today, listening the president of a great country
and the world power like America announces
the destruction of their chemical weapons,
despite the fact that we are reminded of the
misery and difficult days, we are glad that
humanity will no longer be massacred.

We are all happy to see and listen, « U.S.
President Joe Biden, delivers remarks on
the U.S. economy and his administration>s
effort to revive American manufacturing,
during his visitin Flex LTD, in West Columbia,
South Carolina, U.S. July 6, 2023», that the
weapons that were previously in the hands of
dictatorial regimes and used to kill us are now
openly announcing to the world that the US
has destroyed all their chemical weapons.
We demand that all powerful and developed
countries having such a mass destruction
weapon will take this step and put an end
with it in order the international community
especially Kurds in Kurdistan can live in
peace, security and prosperity.
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On the margins of the US president
announcement of putting an end
with their chemical weapons, we are
preoccupied by the memories of the
difficult days of chemical attacks and
Anfal on the Kurds in Kurdistan and the
Armenian genocide

Professor Dr. Abbas Mustafa Abbas
University of Sulaimani

Kurdistan Region/ Iraq- Sulaimani
Active member in Academic Center
for National Studies

Anfal is the continuous operations committed
by the former Iraqgi regime led by Saddam
Hussein against the Kurdish people over
a period of time in the Iragi Kurdstan and
genocide is the deliberate killing of a large
number of people from a particular nation or
ethnic group with the aim of destroying that
nation or group. Raphael Lemkin (19001959-)
was a Polish lawyer of Jewish descent who
devised the term «genocide» to describe the
deliberate killing of a large group of people
based on their ethnicity, race, religion, or
nationality.

Hundreds of thousands of Kurds in Iraqi
Kurdistan in the Anfal operations in the late
1980s including men, women and children
were buried alive during a systematic
campaign led by lIraqi regime troops. The
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campaign also targeted the villages of minority
communities including Christians.

The destruction of the Kurds was one of
Saddam»s programs and Anfal was one of
the greatest tragedies that befell the Kurds.
Saddamys regime conducted the process
in several terrible stages. Kurds have been
exterminated for hundreds of years and
attempts have been made to destroy them,
but as a nation Kurd defended itself, that is
why | do not want to go back to the terrible
history of extermination, Anfal, chemical
attacks on Kurds and genocide of Armenians.
The Armenians were also genocided and
massacred, but they survived.

Saddam killed hundreds of thousands of
people in different villages of Kurdistan with
chemical weapons and later in the Anfal
process. He exterminated our people in two
genocidal processes; the first by bombing with
internationally banned chemical weapons and
the second by the Anfal process.

Saddam massacred the Kurds in several
different stages and attacked them in
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recognition through genocide.
10. Denial — The perpetrators or later
generations deny the existence of any crime.
The Kurdish genocide in north of Iraq

Kurds have a history of massacres and
genocides. The most famous examples
are; Dersim massacres, Halabja chemical
bombing and Anfal campaign. The Iraqi
regime of Saddam Hussein, portrayed its use
of chemical warfare against the Kurds in the
1980s as an effort to reestablish law and order.
The Kurdish genocide began decades before
the Anfal and has claimed countless victims.
The genocide perpetrated over decades
began with the Arabisation of villages around
Kirkuk in 1963. It involved the deportation
and disappearances of Faylee Kurds in the
1970s-80s, the murder of 8,000 male Barzanis
in 1983, the use of chemical weapons in the
late 1980s, most notably against Halabja,
and finally the Anfal campaign of 1988.
Hundreds of thousands of innocent people
perished, families were torn apart, many
still live with severe health problems. At the
same time, 4,500 villages were razed to the
ground between 1976 and 1988 undermining
the potential of Iragi Kurdistan»s agricultural
resources and destroying Kurdistan‘s rural
way of life and heritage. The term al-Anfal
is the name given to a succession of attacks
against the Kurdish population in Iraq during
a specific period. These attacks were named
—alAnfal, by Saddam Hussein and his cousin
Ali Hassan al-Majid (known as Chemical Ali‘),
who used this term to describe the carefully
planned and orchestrated eight-staged
genocidal campaign between February 23rd
and September 6th 1988. In Kurdish society,
the word Anfal has come to represent the
entire genocide over decades. An estimated
1million people in Iraq have disappeared
since the 1960s, all presumed murdered
or missing. Human Rights Watch reported
in its 1993 comprehensive report on Anfal
in Iraq that at least 50,000 and possibly as
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many as 100,000 Kurds are estimated to
have been killed at the hands of the Ba‘ath
regime. However, since then, several sources
have stated that as many as 182,000 or even
more people were killed in that operation. And
Gendercide: Throughout the Kurdish Anfal,
men and boys of battle age were rounded up
and disappeared . Most of these men and boys
were captured, transported to mass graves
and shot in mass executions. Of the total
victims of Anfal, an estimated 70% were men,
approximately aged 15 to 50.2. Thousands
of women and children also vanished. Unlike
the men, however, they were taken from
specific areas as opposed to throughout the
region. Evidence also shows that many were
taken to internment camps where they were
executed or died from deprivation. During the
1980s, the Kurdish population was attacked
with chemical weapons, killing thousands of
men, women and children indiscriminately.
During the Anfal, 90% of Kurdish villages and
more than 20 small towns and cities were
completely destroyed.

Finally | want to share my point of view of
this important issue. Kurdish genocide is
not history, it is still ongoing. It is a huge and
complexissue. Even now the situationis tense
also in the Disputed Territories, especially in
Kirkuk. The Kurds haven’t able to survey their
genocide in a wide perspective. All the victims’
relatives and activists concentrate only on
their own cases. There is no national planning.
There must be a team of experts including
sociologists, geographers and historians as
well as Kurds, Arabic and Turkish translators
surveying the Ottoman archives, the Turkish
archives, and the Iraqi archives. Kurds should
research and concentrate on all issues that
relate to their massacres and genocides. And
they should make international lobbies to
announce their issues, they must work hardly
as Armenians have done to their genocide
setbacks, otherwise they should not wait to
other nations to work for them.
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is sometimes cited as the first modern case of
genocide, though medieval scholars generally
have resisted this characterization. Twentieth-
century events often cited as genocide
include the 1915 Armenian massacre by
the Turkish-led Ottoman Empire, the nearly
complete extermination of European Jews,
Roma (Gypsies), and other groups by Nazi
Germany during World War 11, and the killing
of Tutsi by Hutu in Rwanda in the 1990s.
The ten stages of genocide:

Gregory H Stanton, developed the 10 stages
of genocide which explains the different stages
which lead to genocide. At each of the earlier
stages there is an opportunity for members of
the community or the International Community
to halt the stages and stop genocide before it
happens. The stages are:

1. Classification — The differences between
people are not respected. There's a division
of _us’ and _them' which can be carried out
using stereotypes, or excluding people who
are perceived to be different.

2. Symbolisation — This is a visual
manifestation of hatred. Jews in Nazi Europe
were forced to wear yellow stars to show that
they were _different’.

3. Discrimination — The dominant group
denies civil rights or even citizenship to
identified groups. The 1935 Nuremberg Laws
stripped Jews of their German citizenship,
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made it illegal for them to do many jobs or to
marry German non-Jews.

4. Dehumanisation — Those perceived
as _different’ are treated with no form of
human rights or personal dignity. During the
Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda, Tutsis
were referred to as _cockroaches’; the Nazis
referred to Jews as _vermin'.

5. Organisation — Genocides are always
planned. Regimes of hatred often train those
who go on to carry out the destruction of a
people.

6. Polarisation — Propaganda begins to be
spread by hate groups. The Nazis used the
newspaper Der Stlirmer to spread and incite
messages of hate about Jewish people.

7. Preparation — Perpetrators plan the
genocide. They often use euphemisms such
as the Nazis' phrase _The Final Solution’ to
cloak their intentions. They create fear of the
victim group, building up armies and weapons.

8. Persecution — Victims are identified
because of their ethnicity or religion and death
lists are drawn up. People are sometimes
segregated into ghettos, deported or starved
and property is often expropriated. Genocidal
massacres begin.

9. Extermination — The hate group murders
their identified victims in a deliberate and
systematic campaign of violence. Millions of
lives have been destroyed or changed beyond
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Kurds:

A long

History of Genocides

Sarbaz Hamakareem mustafa

Genocide is an extreme form of violence
that involves the deliberate and systematic
destruction of a particular ethnic, racial,
religious, or national group. It is characterized
by mass Kkillings, forced displacements,
torture, sexual violence, and other atrocities.
The term «genocide» was first coined by
Raphael Lemkin in 1944 and later defined by
the United Nations in the 1948 Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide. It is widely recognized
as a crime against humanity and a violation
of international law. Efforts to prevent and
respond to genocide have been made
through international institutions and legal
mechanisms. Preventing genocide requires
global cooperation, early warning systems,
promoting human rights, advocating for
toleranceandrespect,andholdingaccountable
those responsible for such atrocities. It is
an ongoing challenge that demands the
collective efforts of governments, international
organizations, civil society, and individuals to
foster a world free from genocide and mass
atrocities.

The term genocide, derived from the Greek
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genos (race, tribe or —nation ) and the Latin
cide (killing), was coined by Raphael Lemkin,
a Polish-born jurist who served as an adviser
to the U.S. Department of War during World
War |1l. Defining genocide: the Nurnberg
Charter and the genocide convention In his
work Axis Rule in Occupied Europe: Laws
of Occupation, Analysis of Government,
Proposals for Redress (1944), Lemkin noted
that a key component of genocide was
the criminal intent to destroy or to cripple
permanently a human group. The acts
are directed against groups as such, and
individuals are selected for destruction only
because they belong to these groups. In
contemporary international law the crime of
genocide is part of the broader category of —
crimes against humanity.

There are some examples of genocide in the
history; the people of Melos were slaughtered
after refusing to surrender to the Athenians
during the Peloponnesian War. Indeed, in
ancient times it was common for victors in
war to massacre all the men of a conquered
population. The massacre of Cathari during
the Albigensian Crusade in the 13th century
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who was one of the first to recognize the
Yezidi's massacres as a genocide.
Everything that | mentioned in my speech
is proofing that the international community,
due to the lack of the real tools, some political
reasons and its own interests, does not
have enough strength and desire to stop the
massacres of peoples.

Nowadays, a creeping genocide is unfolding
before our eyes. For more than 7 months
120,000 Armenians in Artsakh / Nagorno
Karabakh / still remain under complete
blockade: no food, no medicine, no fuel, no
natural gas or energy. 30000 children, 20000
elderly people, 9000 people with disabilities
and 2000 pregnant women are crying for help
but civilized world is watching. Sometimes
statements are made. Civilized world is
making every effort to maintain «equality». He
calls on «both sides» to contribute to peace.
He describes the situation as unsustainable
and «not in anyoness interest».

The only lifeline connecting Artsakh to
Armenia has been blocked since December
12, 2022 initially by Azerbaijan government-
backed pseudo- peace «eco-activistsy.
On April 23, 2023, Azerbaijan officially
instituted the closure of the road with the
illegal installation of a checkpoint, in flagrant
violation of its international obligations.
Azerbaijan continues to demonstrate a wilful
disregard for the provisions of the Tripartite
Declaration of November 9, 2020, the ECtHR
decision of December 21, 2023, as well
as the decisions of International Court of
Justice from February 22 and July 6, 2023,
by which Azerbaijan called immediately «to
take all measures at its disposal to ensure
the unhindered movement of people, vehicles
and cargo along the Lachin Corridor and to
the two directions». Also, Baku deliberately
presents the latest decisions of international
courts to mislead the international community,
continuing the policy of starvation of the
population of Nagorno-Karabakh.
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Azerbaijan blatantly ignores the calls of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Amnesty International, Human Rights
Watch, the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, the European Parliament,
as well as other international organizations
and many states. Azerbaijans illegal actions
continue despite these requests and appeals.
Meanwhile, the total blockade continues by
a country, that some have described as a «
reliable energy partner « while international
non-governmental organizations agree that
it is a «consolidating authoritarian regime.»
A «steadily ongoing blockade» makes life
increasingly unbearable for Armenians in the
region.

Moreover, some see the proposed «
integration « from Baku as a solution to the
problem. Solution that have been created by
three wars imposed by the «Integrator». Three
wars launched by Azerbaijan to get rid of the
Armenians. Wars that brought thousands
of victims, tortured and many prisoners of
war who are still illegally held in the prisons
of Azerbaijan. Add to these the massacres
and forced displacement of all Armenians
living in Azerbaijan in the years 19881991-.
Not only the Armenians, but even the graves
of the Armenians have been defaced -
demolished and disappeared. Proof of this is
the destruction of thousands of cross stones
in the medieval cemetery of Nakhichevan.
The deliberate and planned destruction of
cemeteries and churches in the territories
currently controlled by Azerbaijan speak for
themselves. Any Armenian trace is erased. It
is part of the creeping genocide in practice.
The world>s decision-makers, collectively
and individually, face the moral problem
of choosing first the value to be protected
by all means — the right to life, which is the
guarantee of values such as freedom, justice
and peace. Energy infatuation will dissipate
in time; moral stain most probably will not.
Liberal humanitarianism still has a chance.
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enemy nationals while shielding its own”.
Considering the current situation in Iraq
and Syria, neither country is prepared to
authorize the ICC Prosecutor to investigate
international crimes committed by ISIS. In
case that the Prosecutor does accept the
authority of the ICC to investigate, because
it is not an obligation for ICC to practice its
jurisdiction directly after an acceptance of a
non-Member State, she or he will investigate
all the international criminal law violations that
had happened in the particular country (here
Iraq and/or Syria), including the violations
committed by allies and all militias against
ISIS. Such investigation may carry risks for
these states, especially as many international
reports have claimed that there have been
different kinds of violations committed by local
armed forces during the war with ISIS.
The last option for the activation of an ICC
prosecution falls under the provision of
Personal Jurisdiction, according to Art. 12(2)
(b), if a national of one of the Member States
is accused of the crimes. According to various
research, more than 30,000 fighters from
almost 85 countries joined ISIS. From among
the Member States of ICC fighters joined
from France (1,700 fighters), Jordan (2,000),
Germany (760), Belgium (470), United
Kingdom (760) and Tunisia has the highest
number of around 6000 fighters. Many of
those fighters either returned to their country
of origin or were willing to return, especially
women. Officially around 8001,000- fighters
are imprisoned by SDF in Rojava/Syria.
Many ISIS members have been convicted
of terrorism, but only in 2021 did Yazidis see
convictions acknowledging the full extent
of atrocities committed: crimes against
humanity, war crimes and genocide. These
convictions for international crimes have not
come from Iraq or an international tribunal,
but from Germany, through the principle
of universal jurisdiction (UJ). This enables
national prosecutions of certain international
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crimes committed elsewhere, even if, under
some statutes, the suspect or victim has no
connection to the prosecuting country.

As | know, to date, only two criminal
proceedings have been brought against
fighters and their co-conspirators. Both of
which resulted in German courts handing
down convictions for crimes of genocide,
including through the systematic enslavement
of Yazidi women and girls. In the aftermath of
the ISIS invasion, the UN Investigative Team to
Promote Accountability for Crimes committed
by Da’esh/ISIL (UNITAD) collected evidence
against more than 2,100 perpetrators of
sexual violence. So, two trials from over two
thousand does not seem much of a future
deterrent. International community must use
every tool he has, from sanctions through to
universal jurisdiction, to show the entire world
that he will not tolerated the shameful act
against humanity.

Amanda Ghahremani, a co-investigator at
the Canadian Partnership for International
Justice, calls the principle a ‘tool of last
resort’, because crimes should be prosecuted
domestically. However, international law
obliges states to prosecute universally
prohibited crimes such as genocide, she says.
‘If there is no prosecution where the crime
occurred, and the International Criminal Court
[ICC] cannot prosecute either, then countries
with UJ have a responsibility to do so.’
Conclusion: From August 2014, the Yazidi
community in lraq and Syria was targeted
by ISIS through an organized campaign of
executions, enslavement, sexual violence,
and forced recruitment of child soldiers, as well
as the forced displacement of an estimated
400,000 Yazidis from their homeland in Iraq.
Almost 9 years after ISIS’ onslaught began,
thousands of Yazidi women and children who
were abducted and enslaved by ISIS remain
missing. These crimes have been recognized
by the United Nations, national and
international bodies, among them Armenia,
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community, which is required to carry out
actions if there are massive atrocities crimes,
such as genocide, war crimes, crimes against
humanity, ethnic cleansing. The delay was
more than surprising, because the country
at issue was Iraq, where the USA placed its
troops in 20032010- and is familiar with the
area and its conditions.

The full scale of the Yazidi genocide has not
been confirmed, but estimates suggest at
least 5,500 people were killed. On just the first
day of the genocide, ISIS kidnapped 6,417
Yazidis from Sinjar, selling 3,548 women and
girls to individual ISIS members and into a life
of sexual slavery and forced labour.

ISIS’ persecution of Yazidis was so
comprehensive; itis as if they used the criteria
for genocide as a guideline for how to destroy
the community:

1. Murdering men and older women en masse
and filling over 80 mass graves throughout
Sinjar.

2. Abducting women and children, enslaving
girls and brainwashing boys into joining the
ranks of the terrorist group.

3. Torturing captives with sexual and physical
violence, causing irreversible trauma.

4. Raping women to ensure that children born
to Yazidi women would be considered Muslim,
not Yazidi, under Irag’s patrilineal nationality
law.

5. Destroying property, schools, hospitals,
and homes; burning farms; disabling electrical
networks; and polluting water sources, so
Yazidis would not be able to survive in Sinjar.
Karim Asad Ahmad Khan, Special Adviser
and Head of the United Nations Investigative
Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes
Committed by Da’esh/Islamic State in Irag and
the Levant (UNITAD), in a briefing on the sixth
report of the Team (document S/2021419/)
declared:

“I can confirm to the Council that based on our
independent criminal investigations, UNITAD
has established clear and convincing evidence

that genocide was committed by ISIL against
the Yazidi as a religious group,” he said,
noting that the intent of ISIL to destroy the
Yazidi, physically and biologically, is manifest
in its ultimatum — applied remorselessly to
all members of their community — to convert
or die.

Thousands were killed pursuant to this
ultimatum, either executed en masse, shot as
they fled, or dying from exposure on Mount
Sinjar as they tried to escape, he said, adding
that thousands more were enslaved, with
women and children abducted from their
families and subjected to the most brutal
abuses, including serial rape and other forms
of unendurable sexual violence. For many,
this abuse lasted years, often leading to death.
The intent of these acts was to permanently
destroy the capacity of these women and
children to have children and build families
within the Yazidi community.

Neither the International Criminal Court nor
the national courts in Iraq have yet convened
to formally try ISIS members for the genocide
and sexual violence they perpetrated.

It is obvious that the ICC has no territorial
jurisdiction over Iraq and Syria because they
are not members of the ICC. But there are
usually three means of bringing a case before
the court: Referral by a Member State, the
SC under Chapter VII, or the institution of a
lawsuit by an initiative of the Prosecutor (Art
13), in which a decision from the Pre-Trial
Chamber is required. Additionally, a non-
Member State can also declare acceptance
of ICC jurisdiction. A non-state party cannot
refer “particular situations” according to
Art. 12(3). As a result, a non-Member State
authorizes the Court to exercise its territorial
and personal jurisdiction over the state and
its territories. The consequence is that the
state has to accept “jurisdiction for all crimes
relevant to the situation. This avoids the
possibility of a non-State Party consenting
to the Court's jurisdiction with regard to
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As is noted in one of the first interpretations
of the Convention, the factor of intent may be
helpful in overcoming this difficulty.

The definition of genocide has been criticized
many time by sociologists for the last three
decades: in their opinion, it does not reflect
the entire diversity of historical realities.
Periodically, attempts are made to revise it
and new definitions are proposed, which,
however, do not get the approval of broad
circles of scholars. Thus, in recent years a
number of genocide researchers have tried
to “expand” and “simplify” the definition of
genocide, which can be exemplified by that of
Jane Springer’s: “Genocide is mass killing of a
group of unarmed people”. Such approaches
cannot be accepted, as they disregard the
decisive role of the state power in conspiring
and committing genocide. The major judicial
drawback of the definition of genocide, given
in the UN Convention, is that it overlooks the
issue of holding the state power responsible.
The grounds for the legal notion of genocide
as the gravest international crime against
humanity, and for the personal responsibility
of its organizers, were laid in May, 1915, in the
official joint declaration of the governments of
Great Britain, Russia and France.

If we will compare the Armenian Genocide
with other acts of this shameful crime of
nation killing, we have to mention one very
important deference. Armenian Genocide
was also a Homeland-killing: Worse than
genocide, as incredible as that sounds, is the
premeditated deprivation of a people of its
ancestral heartland. In what amounted to the
Great Armenian Dispossession, a nation living
for more than three millennia upon its historic
patrimony—at times amid its own sovereign
kingdoms and more frequently as a subject
of occupying empires—was in a matter of
months brutally, literally, and completely
eradicated from its land. Unprecedented in
human history, this expropriation of homes
and lands, churches and monasteries,

schools and colleges, libraries and hospitals,
properties and infrastructures constitutes to
this day a murder, not only of a people, but of
a civilization, a culture, a time-earned way of
life. This is where the debate about calling it
genocide or not becomes absurd, trivial, and
tertiary.

Triumphant in its total annihilation of the
Armenians and relieved of any obligations
to the victims and survivors, the Turkish
Republic adopted a policy of dismissing the
charge of genocide and denying that the
deportations and atrocities had constituted
part of a deliberate plan to exterminate the
Armenians. When the Red Army sovietised
what remained of Russian Armenia in 1920,
the Armenians had been compressed into an
area amounting to no more than ten percent
of the territories of their historic homeland.
The system of security, established after World
War Il, is unable to protect not only the rights
of an individual, but the right to life of vast
groups of people. By estimation, the number
of victims of mass slaughters, committed by
state powers in 19451987-, is 1.052.5- times
as big as the number of war casualties at the
period between 19451980-.

In August 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS), launched a genocide against the
Yazidis, slaughtering or enslaving thousands,
forcing religious conversion, and abducting
young boys to fight for the Caliphate.

The reaction to the threat of genocide by the
international community has been delayed
again. In the Middle East, particularly in Iraq,
violence against Christians and Yazidies was
alarmed long ago and though the actions
of ISIS against the Yezidis started in mid of
June, but only on 12 of August USA president
announced about the readiness of his
country to interfere, relying on the principle
“Responsibility to Protect” adopted by the UN
in 2005, according to which, if the government
is unable to protect its people then the
responsibility passes to the international
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Genocide

Mr. Arshak

Genocide is one of the most horrific and
shameful phenomena in the history of
mankind, a condensed manifestation of
absolute evil. The word genocide by itself
carries a mighty emotional charge. It is not
only a historical phenomenon or a scientific
abstraction, but a reality of our days, a gravest
crime against humanity, which prevention can
save millions of human lives.

One of the major determinants of genocide
the intent to annihilate any racial, national or
religious group. Proceeding from the fact of
intent on behalf of the perpetrator of genocide
it is characterized as “a composite of various
acts, aimed at persecution or extermination”
of a certain national, religious or racial group.
The other major determinant of genocide —
premeditation to annihilate racial, national
or religious group in whole. This enabled to
differentiate between massacre, in which
case there is no such premeditation, and
genocide. Hence, from sociological and
judicial (certainly, not moral and ethical)
viewpoints, between these two phenomena
there is a qualitative, not just a quantitative
difference.

The term “genocide” was coined in 1943, and
the next year put into scientific circulation
by the Polish legal scholar of Jewish origin
Raphael Lemkin. He was a university student
in the 1920s when he learned about the

coordinated massacres of Armenians during
World War |. He was horrified to find out that
no international laws existed to prosecute the
Ottoman leaders who had perpetrated these
crimes. Lemkin asked, “Why was killing a
million people a less serious crime than killing
a single individual?”

The term “genocide” was first used in official
documents in 1945, in the indictment of the
Nurnberg Military Tribunal, established to try
the principal German war criminals. Since
1946, the term “genocide” has been used in
the official papers of the UN and gradually
entered the lexicon of the world’s most spoken
languages.

The process of formation of the legal concept of
genocide was basically finished in December
of 1948, when the UN General Assembly
passed the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

The definition of genocide for the most part
reiterates that of R. Lemkin’s — with one most
important difference that genocide means
acts committed with the intent to destroy a
“national, ethnical, racial, or religious group”
not only “in whole”, but also “in part’. The
inclusion of this category into the definition of
genocide is humanistically justified, yet some
difficulties arise in its practical use, since
there is no clarity as to destruction of what
part of a group may be qualified as genocide.
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genocide and tragedies, all the attacks were
forethnic cleansing against Kurdish, eliminate
and assimilate them on their own land, but
they could not be successful to remove
Kurdish people. Kurdistan is a mountainous
area, Kurdish as oppressed people always
has gone on the mountains for protecting
themselves from their enemies attack. There
is a proverb, says that there is no friends but
the mountains. It means that Kurdish has
no friend except their mountains, that they
always use the mountains for protection.
Kurdish has a deep root with this land,
they have a long history, according the
archaeologies the first village in history has
founded in Kurdistan, agriculture revolution
started in Kurdistan then it was spread to
other parts of the world, | want to say that
the culture, language, heritage and the root
of history of Kurdish people are very strong.
That is why all the attempts for assimilating
Kurdish were failed.

But despite that, the probability of more
genocides against Kurdish has not over,
there are still Kurdish issue in Irag and in
middle east is not solved, while all the main
nations in middle east are Muslim including

Kurdish, but they don’t agree to Kurdish
people rule their own territories.

For example, in lraq, Kurdish have an
autonomous region, but still there are almost
have of Iraqgi Kurdistan is disputed areas,
and the Kurdish face oppression, there are
a big problem of the ownership of the lands
in disputed areas, between Irag and Kurdish
region, the farmers face discrimination and
have been forced to leave their lands and
their own villages.

The history always repeated itself over here
in Middles East, which is why we as Kurdish
have the fear of more genocide may come
in the future. So the international community
must protect Kurdish as an oppressed
people from any other genocide, the best
revenge for all the massacres and mass
graves faced Kurdish people is announcing
an international law for protecting Kurdish
people in Middle East from any other attacks
or genocides.

Karwan Ibrahim is the editor-in-chief at NRT
TV in Iraqgi Kurdistan. He has a Master’s in
Communication and Journalism from India.
He can be reached at karwantree@gmail.
com.
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Kurd, the nation who
has faced genocides

Karwan lbrahim

Genocide against Kurdish people has been
continued for a hundred years, from the
ancient period to the modern time, there are
several genocide against Kurdish people,
but Kurdish could not be assimilated, still
they are there and resistance has become a
part of their existence.

The Kurds are one of the world’s largest
people without a state, making up sizable
minorities in Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey.
Their century-old fight for rights, autonomy,
and even anindependent Kurdistan has been
marked by marginalization and persecution.
The 1916 Sykes-Picot agreement divides the
Middle East into British and French zones
of influence and delineates the borders of
the modern Middle East. Following World
War |, the Treaty of Sevres signed in 1920,
dissolves the Ottoman Empire and proposes
the creation of an autonomous Kurdish state.
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, Turkey’s new leader,
rejects Sevres. It is replaced in 1923 by the
Treaty of Lausanne, negotiated with the
new Turkish government, which omits any
reference to a Kurdish homeland. The Kurds,
inhabiting previously Ottoman territories,
are dispersed across the newly demarcated
borders of Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey, and
repeatedly revolt against the respective
authorities.

Genocide against Kurdish people has taken

place in every parts of Kurdistan by different
ways, the main aim was eliminating Kurdish
on their own homeland, but | want to mention
genocide against Kurdish people in Iraqg.
The genocide perpetrated over decades
began with the Arabization of villages around
Kirkuk in 1963. It involved the deportation
and disappearances of Faylee Kurds in the
1970s-80s, the murderof 8,000 male Barzanis
in 1983, the use of chemical weapons in the
late 1980s, most notably against Halabja,
and finally the Anfal campaign of 1988.
Hundreds of thousands of innocent people
perished, families were torn apart, and many
still live with severe health problems. At the
same time, 4,500 villages were razed to the
ground between 1976 and 1988 undermining
the potential of Iragi Kurdistanys agricultural
resources and destroying Kurdistan’s rural
way of life and heritage.

The last genocide against Kurdish in Iraq was
in 2014 by ISIS especially against Yazidis.
After seizing large parts of Iraq and Syria in
2014, ISIS killed more than 1,200 Yazidis,
enslaved 7,000 Yazidi women and girls,
and displaced most of the 550,000-strong
community from their homes in northern Iraq.
When ISIS invaded the Yazidis> homeland
and began a gruesome campaign of mass
violence.

The history of Kurdish people are full of
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Phase IV (May 3 — May 15, 1988) — Koya
and Environs

Chemical attacks in this phase were reported
in the villages of Gobtapa and Askar, resulting
in the deaths of approximately 300 civilians.
Other areas affected included Shewan,
Sheikh Bazini, Qalasioka, Khalkhalan,
Dasht-e-Koya, Taqtaq, and Chami Rezan.
Phases V, VI, and VII (May 15 — June 26,
1988) — Erbil Province

These phases extended the campaign into
Erbil Governorate, targeting areas such
as Shaglawa, Rawanduz, Choman, Koya,
Degala, Altun Kopri, Rania, and Chwarqurna.
Several villages, including Come, Nazanin,
Kamusk, Spindara, Alia, and Smaqoli, were
subjected to chemical bombardments. Entire
valleys such as Balisan, Malkan, Warte,
and Hiran were also attacked with chemical
agents, further illustrating the campaign’s
genocidal scope.

Phase VIII (June 28 — August 6, 1988) —
Dohuk and Northern Frontiers

The final phase covered the mountainous
and rural regions of Dohuk Governorate,
including Zawita, Atrush, Amedi, Shekhan,
and Akre. Chemical weapons were used
extensively in villages such as Begova,
Kani Masi, Gizi, Waraka, and Tilacru. The
operation concluded on August 6, 1988,
marking the end of one of the most brutal

episodes in modern Kurdish history.
Consequences and Recognition of Genocide
The Anfal campaign resulted in the death or
enforced disappearance of approximately
182,000 Kurdish civilians, including children,
women, and the elderly. In addition, the
Ba'athist regime destroyed more than 5,000
Kurdish villages and towns, systematically
erasing Kurdish cultural and historical
landmarks. Survivors were often relocated to
concentration camps, subjected to inhumane
treatment, and stripped of their basic rights.
In the years that followed, international
human rights organizations and genocide
scholars recognized Anfal as a crime against
humanity and a clear case of genocide under
international law. In 2007, the Supreme Iraqi
Criminal Tribunal formally declared the Anfal
campaign a genocide. This recognition has
since shaped both the collective memory
and political identity of the Kurdish people in
Iraq.

The Anfal operations remain a haunting
reminder ofthe capacity of state powertoinflict
mass violence under the guise of national
security. Today, continued documentation,
remembrance, and recognition of these
crimes serve not only as a testament to the
resilience of the Kurdish people but also as
a warning against the silence and impunity
that too often follow acts of genocide.
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The Anfal Campaign:

A Systematic Genocide Against
the Kurdish People in Iraq (1988)

In 1988, the Ba'athist regime of Saddam
Hussein orchestrated a genocidal campaign
known as Al-Anfal, targeting the Kurdish
population of northern Iraq. Named after
the eighth surah of the Qur’an, “Al-Anfal”
(The Spoils), this campaign was marked by
a series of coordinated military operations
that employed ground assaults, aerial
bombardments, forced displacements, mass
executions, and extensive use of chemical
weapons. Over the course of eight distinct
phases, the Iraqiregime soughtto depopulate
and destroy rural Kurdish areas under the
pretext of counterinsurgency operations
against Kurdish Peshmerga forces.
Phase | (February 23 — March 19, 1988) —
The Jafati Valley Operations

Supervised by Major General Sultan Hashim
Ahmad, the first phase of the Anfal campaign
targeted villages in the Jafati Valley. Chemical
weapons were deployed against multiple
civiian settlements, including Sargalu,
Bargalu, Yakhsamar, Chukhmakh, Haladan,
Gwazila, and Chalawa. The use of chemical
agents against civilians set a grim precedent
for the phases to follow.

Phase Il (March 23 — April 1, 1988) —
Qaradagh Region

This phase was conducted under the

3

command of Lieutenant General Ayad Khalil
Zaki. The village of Seusinan in Qaradagh
was subjected to a chemical attack, resulting
in substantial civilian casualties. This
stage continued the campaign’s focus on
depopulating Kurdish areas through terror
and destruction.

Phase Il (April 7 — April 20, 1988) — The
Garmian Anfal

Widely regarded as the most devastating
phase of the Anfal operations, this stage
targeted the Garmian region and was
overseen by Brigadier General Bariq
Abdullah. The areas affected included
Duzkhurmatu, Chamchamal, Qadir Karam,
Sangaw, Kalar, Kufri, Sarqala, and Jabara.
Civilians were rounded up and transported
to detention centers in Mala Sura, Laylan,
Qaratamur, Sar Qala, and Sangaw. On
April 14, 1988, more than 20,000 Kurdish
civilians—men, women, and children—were
taken from the village of Mala Sura to the
Qoratu desert in southern Iraq, where they
disappeared without a trace. This mass
atrocity later led the Kurdistan Parliament to
designate April 14 as Anfal Remembrance
Day in 2007, a commemoration recognized
by the Iraqi Parliament in 2008 as the Day of
Kurdish Genocide.
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